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where the organic contaminants are present in or removed
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1
THREE ELECTRODE TYPE OF MICROBIAL
FUEL CELL AND A METHOD FOR
OPERATING THE SAME

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to fuel cells, and more par-
ticularly, to microbial fuel cells.

BACKGROUND ART

Microbial fuel cells (MFCs) refer to devices which convert
chemical energy of substrates acting as electron donors into
electric energy using a bacterial catalyst.

Oxygen aeration and treatment of excess sludge comprise
the majority of costs associated with treatment of contami-
nated water such as sewage or waste water. An oxygen aera-
tion apparatus requires increased energy consumption
according to an object to be treated, and treatment of con-
taminated water through oxygen aeration results in genera-
tion of large amounts of excess sludge which consists of
aerotropic bacteria, causing a cost increase in treatment of
excess sludge. To solve such problems, various studies have
been conducted with regard to use of microbial fuel cells in
treatment of contaminated water.

However, current microbial fuel cells can be used only for
experiments and many problems must be overcome for appli-
cation of microbial fuel cells to treatment of contaminated
water.

DISCLOSURE
Technical Problem

The present invention provides a microbial fuel cell and a
method of operating the same, which can effectively remove
organic contaminants from a contaminated water zone and
enable continuous generation of electricity under less influ-
ence by water conditions.

The present invention is not limited to the above features,
and other features of the present invention may be clearly
understood by a person having ordinary knowledge in the art
from the following description.

Technical Solution

An aspect of the present invention provides a three elec-
trode type microbial fuel cell. The fuel cell includes: a sedi-
ment electrode acting as an anode and placed in sediment on
the bottom of a contaminated water zone; an intermediate
electrode placed in water and acting as an anode or a cathode;
and an floating electrode acting as a cathode and placed
adjacent to a water surface.

The fuel cell may further include an electric device having
opposite terminals electrically connected to the sediment
electrode and the floating electrode, respectively. The inter-
mediate electrode may be connected to one of the opposite
terminals of the electric device.

The sediment electrode may be physically connected to the
intermediate electrode by a first connecting member. Further,
the intermediate electrode may be physically connected to the
floating electrode by a second connecting member.

A floating floating member may be connected to the float-
ing electrode. In addition, an intermediate floating member
may be connected to the intermediate electrode.
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The floating electrode may be coated with metal nanopar-
ticles, and the metal nanoparticles may include anti-bacterial
metal nanoparticles.

The anti-bacterial metal nanoparticles may include at least
one type of nanoparticles selected from the group consisting
of silver, platinum, cobalt, nickel, copper, zinc, and combi-
nations thereof. The anti-bacterial metal nanoparticles are
preferably silver nanoparticles.

Another aspect of the present invention provides a method
of operating a three electrode type microbial fuel cell. The
method includes placing a three electrode type microbial fuel
cell in a contaminated water zone, the microbial fuel cell
including a sediment electrode acting as an anode, an inter-
mediate electrode and an floating electrode acting as a cath-
ode, such that the sediment electrode is placed in sediment on
the bottom of the contaminated water zone, the intermediate
electrode is placed in water, and the floating electrode is
placed adjacent to a water surface. Then, electricity is gener-
ated using the intermediate electrode as an anode or a cathode
while removing organic contaminants from the water and the
sediment.

Generation of electricity may include generating electric-
ity using the intermediate electrode as an anode to remove
organic contaminants from the water and sediment, and gen-
erating electricity using the intermediate electrode as a cath-
ode to remove organic contaminants from the sediment.

Advantageous Effects

According to embodiments of the invention, the three elec-
trode type microbial fuel cell includes a sediment electrode
acting as an anode and placed in sediment on the bottom of a
contaminated water zone; an intermediate electrode placed in
water and acting as an anode or a cathode; and an floating
electrode acting as a cathode and placed adjacent to a water
surface, in which the intermediate electrode may be used as
an anode or a cathode according to the concentration of
organic contaminants in water of the contaminated water
zone, so that the fuel cell may continue to generate electricity
in any case where the organic contaminants are present in or
removed from the water. Further, the floating electrode coated
with metal nanoparticles may promote reduction of oxygen
on the floating electrode. In particular, the floating electrode
coated with anti-bacterial metal nanoparticles may increase
the concentration of oxygen through suppression of growth of
bacteria near the floating electrode while promoting reduc-
tion of oxygen on the floating electrode, thereby improving
performance of the fuel cell.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a three electrode type microbial fuel
cell according to one exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 are diagrams explaining a method of
operating a microbial fuel cell according to one exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram of a three electrode type microbial fuel
cell according to another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is a diagram of a test apparatus for a preparation
example and Comparative Examples 1 to 3;

FIG. 6 is a graph of voltage as measured in Test 1;

FIG. 7 is a graph of voltage as measured in Test 2;

FIG. 8 is a graph of voltage as measured in Test 3; and
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FIG. 9 is a graph of dissolved oxygen concentration as
measured in Test 3.

BEST MODE

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will now
be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. It should be understood that the present invention
may be realized in various ways without being limited to the
following embodiments.

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a three electrode type microbial fuel
cell according to one exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, a floating type microbial fuel cell 100
includes a sediment electrode 10, an intermediate electrode
20, and an floating electrode 30.

The sediment electrode 10 may be placed in sediment 1 on
the bottom of a contaminated water zone 5, the intermediate
electrode 20 may be placed in water of the contaminated
water zone 5, and the floating electrode 30 may be placed
adjacent to a water surface of the contaminated water zone 5.
In some cases, the floating electrode 30 may have a larger
surface area than the sediment electrode 10 or the intermedi-
ate electrode 20.

The sediment electrode 10 and the floating electrode 30
may act as an anode and a cathode, respectively, and the
intermediate electrode 20 may act as an anode or a cathode
according to environmental conditions. The sediment elec-
trode 10, the intermediate electrode 20, and the floating elec-
trode 30 may be independent carbon electrodes or metal-
coated carbon electrodes. The carbon electrode may be a
graphite felt, graphite bar, graphite sheet, or porous carbon
sheet. In this embodiment, the electrodes 10, 20, 30 may have
a plate shape.

Connecting members 15, 25 may be placed between the
electrodes 10, 20, 30 to connect the electrodes 10, 20, 30 to
each other. Specifically, a first connecting member 15 may be
placed between the sediment electrode 10 and the intermedi-
ate electrode 20, and a second connecting member 25 may be
placed between the intermediate electrode 20 and the floating
electrode 30. These connecting members 15, 25 are insula-
tors, may serve to define maximum separating distances
between the electrodes 10, 20, 30, and may be made of a
flexible material. Thus, each of the electrodes 10, 20, 30 may
freely move within a predetermined range.

An upper float member 33 may be placed on a lower
portion or a side surface of the floating electrode 30. As a
result, the floating electrode 30 may be placed adjacent the
water surface of the contaminated water zone 5 or at least one
surface of the floating electrode 30 may be exposed from the
water surface of the contaminated water zone 5 while floating
in the water of the contaminated water zone. An intermediate
floating member 23 may be connected to an upper portion of
the intermediate electrode 20. In this case, the intermediate
electrode 20 may float in the water of the contaminated water
zone 5. The floating members 23, 33 may be made of foamed
styrene resin (styrofoam).

The sediment electrode 10 and the floating electrode 30
may be electrically connected to opposite ends of an electric
device 50, respectively. In addition, the intermediate elec-
trode 20 may be connected to one of the opposite ends of the
electric device 50.

Specifically, each of electric wires 11, 21, 31 is electrically
connected at one end thereof to each of the electrodes 10, 20,
30. In more detail, one end of a lower electric wire 11, one end
of an intermediate electric wire 21, and one end of an upper
electric wire 31 are electrically connected to the sediment
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electrode 10, the intermediate electrode 20, and the floating
electrode 30, respectively. The electric wires 11, 21, 31 may
be copper electric wires, for example, tin-coated copper
wires. Inthis case, the copper electric wires may be connected
to the electrodes 10, 20, 30 via platinum electric wires,
respectively.

The other end of the lower electric wire 11 and the other
end of the upper electric wire 31 may be connected to the
opposite terminals of the electric device 50, respectively. A
first switch S1 may be electrically connected between the
other end of the lower electric wire 11 and the other end of the
intermediate electric wire 21, and a second switch S2 may be
electrically connected between the other end of the interme-
diate electric wire 21 and the upper electric wire 31.

Examples of the electric device 50 may include a battery, a
resistor, or a controller. For example, when the electric device
50 is a battery, a controller 60 may be connected to the battery
in series.

The controller 60 may detect the amount of electricity
generated by the fuel cell 100, and may turn on one of the
switches while turning off the other according to the amount
of electricity generated by the fuel cell 100.

FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 are diagrams explaining a method of
operating a microbial fuel cell according to one exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 2, a three electrode type microbial fuel
cell 100 including a sediment electrode 10, an intermediate
electrode 20 and an floating electrode 30 is installed in a
contaminated water zone 5, which is contaminated by organic
contaminants. Specifically, the sediment electrode 10 is
placed in sediment 1 on the bottom of the contaminated water
zone 5, the intermediate electrode 20 is placed in water of the
contaminated water zone 5, and the floating electrode 30 is
placed adjacent to a water surface of the contaminated water
zone 5.

The contaminated water zone 5 may be a closed natural
water zone such as a lake or a water hazard of a golf course,
or may be an artificial water zone such as sewage or waste-
water disposal plants. The contaminated water zone 5 may be
contaminated by organic contaminants, such as starch,
acetate, lactate, or pyruvate. Further, the sediment 1 may
contain a higher concentration of organic contaminants than
water of the contaminated water zone 5.

Electrochemically active bacteria (EAB) may be present in
the sediment 1 and water of the contaminated water zone. The
electrochemically active bacteria may oxidize the organic
contaminants acting as a substrate within a cell and directly
transfer electrons generated by oxidation of the organic con-
taminants from the cell to the outside, and the electrons may
be transferred to an anode through electron acceptors.
Accordingly, there is no need for mediators which are
reduced by the electrons transferred from the bacteria cell and
pass through a cell membrane to transfer electrons between
the bacteria and the anode. When such mediators are used,
100% of the mediators cannot be recovered from the bacteria
cell, and operation of the microbial fuel cell requires continu-
ous repletion of mediators, so that the mediators are accumu-
lated in the bacteria cell and toxicity of the accumulated
mediators in the cell can stop metabolism of the bacteria.
However, according to this embodiment, the electrochemi-
cally active bacteria are used, thereby eliminating use of
mediators and side effects caused by the mediators.

The electrochemically active bacteria may be metal salt-
reducing bacteria. In this case, the metal salt-reducing bacte-
ria may include Disulfovibrio vulgaris, Geobacter metallire-
ducens, Geobacter  sulfurreducens, or Shewanella
oneidensis. Such metal salt-reducing bacteria may use
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Cr(VD), U(VI), As(V), Fe(Illl), or Mn(IV) as an electron
acceptor. Specifically, Disulfovibrio vulgaris may use lactate
as a substrate and use Cr(VI), U(VI) or As(V) as an electron
acceptor; Geobacter metallireducens may use acetate or
hydrogen as a substrate and use Fe(IIl), Mn(IV) or U(VI) as
an electron acceptor; Geobacter sulfurreducens may use
acetate as a substrate and use Fe(III) or Mn(IV) as an electron
acceptor; and Shewanella oneidensis may use lactate or pyru-
vate as a substrate and use Fe(Ill), Mn(IV) or U(VI) as an
electron acceptor.

It is reported that such electrochemically active bacteria
can be easily found in contaminated water having low con-
centrations of oXxygen in anaerobic ecosystems found in sew-
age or wastewater disposal plants (Kim et al., Journal of
Applied Microbiology 99:978-987; Lee et al., 2003, FEMS
Microbiology Letters 223:18]-191). Particularly, it is also
reported that contaminated water of wastewater disposal
plants contains a relatively high concentration of iron, and
active sludge of the wastewater disposal plant contains iron
oxide(I1I)-reducing bacteria (see Nielsen et. al., 1996, Water
Science and Technology 34: 129-136).

On the other hand, aerotropic bacteria in the contaminated
water zone 5 remove oxygen from the water by consuming the
organic contaminants, and thus the amount of dissolved oxy-
gen in the water may be very low. As such, when the amount
of dissolved oxygen is very low in the water of the contami-
nated water zone 5, the first switch S1 may be turned on while
the second switch S2 is turned off. In this case, the interme-
diate electrode 20 may act as an anode together with the
sediment electrode 10 and the floating electrode 30 may actas
a cathode.

Oxidation of the organic contaminants occurs on the
anode, that is, on the intermediate electrode 20 and the sedi-
ment electrode 10. Specifically, the electrochemically active
bacteria oxidize the substrate, that is, the organic contami-
nants, and transfer electrons generated by oxidation of the
substrate from the cell to an exterior of the cell, and the
electrons transferred to the exterior reduce an electron accep-
tor, which in turn is oxidized on the anode while transferring
electrons to the anode. During oxidation of the organic con-
taminants, hydrogen ions may be generated, and, in some
cases, carbon dioxide may also be generated.

Assuming that starch is the organic contaminants, chemi-
cal reaction occurring on the anode may be as follows.

#(CH,0)+#nH,0—nCO,+4nH" +4ne™ [Chemical Reaction 1]

Hydrogen ions generated during oxidation of the organic
contaminants are transferred to the cathode, that is, the float-
ing electrode 30. On the other hand, electrons are transferred
to the floating electrode 30 through the electric wires, that is,
the lower electric wire 11 and the intermediate electric wire
21, whereby electricity may be stored in the electric device 50
constituting a battery.

Atthis time, gas such as carbon dioxide may escape into the
air through the water surface of the contaminated water zone
5.

Reduction of oxygen occurs on the cathode, that is, on the
floating electrode 30. Specifically, dissolved oxygen on the
water surface of the contaminated water zone 5 may react
with hydrogen transferred from the anode, thereby producing
water. One example of reaction occurring on the floating
electrode 30 is as follows.

nO,+4nH*+4ne™—2nH,0 [Chemical Reaction 2]

Through oxidation of the organic contaminants and reduc-
tion of oxygen as described above, the organic contaminants
in the water of the contaminated water zone 5 may be gradu-
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ally depleted, so that the amount of dissolved oxygen may
gradually increase in the water of the contaminated water
zone 5. Further, as the organic contaminants in the water are
depleted, additional oxidation of the organic materials is
unlikely to occur on the intermediate electrode 20. Accord-
ingly, the amount of electricity generated by the microbial
fuel cell 100 may decrease.

Referring to FIG. 3, when electric current generated
through the fuel cell 100 decreases to a certain value or less,
the controller 60 may turn off the first switch S1 while turning
on the second switch S2. In this case, the intermediate elec-
trode 20 may act as a cathode together with the floating
electrode 30, and the sediment electrode 10 may act as an
anode.

On the anode, that is, on the sediment electrode 10, oxida-
tion of the organic contaminants may occur as described
above, thereby producing electrons and hydrogen ions. The
electrons are transferred to the cathode, that is, the floating
electrode 30 and the intermediate electrode 20, through the
electric wires, and the hydrogen is transtferred to the floating
electrode 30 and the intermediate electrode 20 through water.
On the cathode, that is, on the intermediate electrode 20 and
the floating electrode 30, reduction of oxygen may occur as
described above, thereby producing water. In particular, oxy-
gen reduced on the intermediate electrode 20 is oxygen dis-
solved in water.

During this process, the electrons allow the battery 50 to
store electricity and an electric current generated by the fuel
cell 100 may increase again.

However, when additional contaminants are further added
to the contaminated water zone 5, the amount of dissolved
oxygen for reduction on the intermediate electrode 20 may
decrease again, and the amount of electricity generated
through the microbial fuel cell 100 may decrease again.

In this case, the controller 60 may turn off the second
switch S2 while turning on the first switch S1. Accordingly, as
described with reference to FIG. 2, the intermediate electrode
20 may act as an anode together with the sediment electrode
10, and the floating electrode 30 may act as a cathode. At this
time, oxidation of the organic contaminants occurs on the
intermediate electrode 20 and the sediment electrode 10, and
reduction of oxygen occurs on the cathode, that is, on the
floating electrode 30, so that the amount of electricity gener-
ated through the fuel cell 100 may increase again.

As such, the intermediate electrode 20 placed in the water
may be used as an anode or a cathode according to the con-
centration of the organic contaminants in the water of the
contaminated water zone, thereby enabling continuous gen-
eration of electricity in any case where the organic contami-
nants are present in or removed from the water.

FIG. 4 is a diagram of a three electrode type microbial fuel
cell according to another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. The microbial fuel cell according to this
embodiment is the same as the microbial fuel cell described
with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 3, except for the following
features

Referring to FIG. 4, at least one of the electrodes of the
microbial fuel cell may have a radial shape instead of a plate
shape. Inthis embodiment, a sediment electrode 10 has a plate
shape, and an intermediate electrode 20" and an floating elec-
trode 30' have radial shapes. The radial electrodes may sig-
nificantly increase a contact area with respect to organic
contaminants or oxygen. Further, upper float members 33'
may be placed at opposite sides of the floating electrode 30' to
float the floating electrode 30'.

On the other hand, the floating electrode 30 may be coated
with metal nanoparticles. When the floating electrode 30 is
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coated with the metal nanoparticles, it is possible to promote
reduction of oxygen which acts as a final electron acceptor in
the three electrode type microbial fuel cell (cathode reaction,
see Chemical reaction 2), thereby improving fuel cell perfor-
mance. Thus, any metal nanoparticle may be coated on the
floating electrode 30 so long as the metal nanoparticle can be
used as a catalyst for reduction of oxygen. For example, the
metal nanoparticles may include at least one type of nanopar-
ticles selected from the group consisting of gold (Au), silver
(Ag), platinum (Pt), palladium (Pd), copper (Cu), nickel (Ni),
iron (Fe), ruthenium (Ru), rthodium (Rh), iridium (Ir), tung-
sten (W), tin (Sn), bismuth (B1), cobalt (Co), zinc (Zn), and
combinations thereof.

Particularly, when anti-bacterial metal nanoparticles are
used as the metal nanoparticles, it is possible to suppress
growth of aerotropic bacteria near the floating electrode 30
while guaranteeing a catalytic function of oxygen reduction
described above.

In a general fuel cell, oxygen is sufficiently supplied from
a cathode, but the three electrode type microbial fuel cell
according to this embodiment may be operated under oxygen
depleted conditions. In this case, cathode reaction of the
floating electrode 30 may act as a reaction limitation step with
respect to electricity generation of the microbial fuel cell. At
this time, depletion of oxygen acting as a final electron accep-
tor is caused by an increase of aerotropic bacteria, which
results from an increase in the amount of high concentration
organic materials near the floating electrode 30, and con-
sumption of oxygen by the increased aerotropic bacteria.
Accordingly, when the floating electrode 30 is coated with the
anti-bacterial metal nanoparticles to suppress growth of the
aerotropic bacteria, depletion of oxygen acting as the final
electron acceptor may be prevented, thereby improving per-
formance of the three electrode type microbial fuel cell. The
anti-bacterial metal nanoparticles may include at least one
type of nanoparticles selected from the group consisting of,
for example, silver (Ag), platinum (Pt), cobalt (Co), nickel
(N1i), copper (Cu), zinc (Zn), and combinations thereof. Pref-
erably, the anti-bacterial metal nanoparticles are silver nano-
particles.

Next, the present invention will be explained in more detail
with reference to the following example and comparative
examples. It should be understood that these examples are
provided for illustration only and are not to be construed as
limiting the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a diagram explaining a test apparatus for a prepa-
ration example and Comparative Examples 1 to 3. Hereinaf-
ter, the preparation example and the comparative examples
will be described with reference to FIG. 5.

PREPARATION EXAMPLE

With sediment 1' and artificial wastewater 5' placed in a
water bath, a three electrode type microbial fuel cell
(3EMFC) was installed in a water bath such that a sediment
electrode 10 was placed in the sediment 1', an floating elec-
trode 30 was placed in water with an upper surface thereof
was disposed adjacent to the water surface, and an interme-
diate electrode 20 was placed between the sediment electrode
10 and the floating electrode 30. The electrodes were respec-
tively connected to wires such that a wire connected to the
sediment electrode 10 and a wire connected to the interme-
diate electrode 20 were tied and connected to one end of a
voltage-current tester 55, and an electric wire connected to
the floating electrode 30 was connected to the other end of the
voltage-current tester 55.
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Comparative Example 1

A floating type microbial fuel cell (FMFC) was installed to
the water bath. That is, an anode 120 was placed in water, and
a cathode 130 was placed in water with an upper surface
thereof disposed adjacent to the water surface. Electric wires
were connected to the anode 120 and the cathode 130 and then
were connected to opposite ends of a voltage-current tester
155, respectively.

Comparative Example 2

A first sediment microbial fuel cell (SMFC1) was installed
to the water bath. That is, an anode 210 was placed in sedi-
ment 1' and a cathode 220 was placed in water. Electric wires
were connected to the anode 210 and the cathode 220 and then
were connected to opposite ends of a voltage-current tester
255, respectively.

Comparative Example 3

A second sediment microbial fuel cell (SMFC2) was
installed to the water bath. That is, an anode 310 was placed
in sediment 1', and a cathode 330 was placed in water with an
upper surface thereof disposed adjacent to the water surface.
Electric wires were connected to the anode 310 and the cath-
ode 330 and then were connected to opposite ends of a volt-
age-current tester 355, respectively.

<Test 1>

While supplying artificial wastewater containing 3 mM
acetate at a rate of 1 ml/min to the water bath, the fuel cells
were operated for about 25 days. After stopping supply of the
artificial wastewater, the fuel cells were left for about 5 days
and closed circuit voltage of each fuel cell was measured
using a voltage-current tester Multimeter™ (Keithly Instru-
ments, Inc.).

FIG. 6 is a graph of voltage as measured in Test 1.

Referring to FIG. 6, after stopping supply of the artificial
wastewater, the three electrode type microbial fuel cell
(BEMFC) according to the example exhibited a higher closed
circuit voltage than the floating type microbial fuel cell
(FMFC) or the sediment microbial fuel cells (SMFCI,
SMFC2). However, the first microbial fuel cell (SMFC1)
gradually increased in voltage over time. With regard to this
result, it was concluded that organic contaminants in the
water were removed by operation of the fuel cell and the
amount of dissolved oxygen increased in the water, thereby
allowing active reduction of oxygen on the cathode of the first
microbial fuel cell (SMFC1). Accordingly, it was anticipated
that upon depletion of the organic contaminants, the three
electrode type microbial fuel cell would exhibit a higher
voltage, since reduction of oxygen would occur on the inter-
mediate electrode by electrically connecting the intermediate
electrode 20 (FIG. 5) and the floating electrode 30 (FIG. 5) of
the three electrode type microbial fuel cell according to the
example to each other to use the intermediate electrode and
the floating electrode as a cathode.

<Test 2>

While supplying artificial wastewater containing 1 mM
acetate to the water bath at a rate of 1 ml/min, the fuel cells
were operated for about 25 days. After stopping supply of the
artificial wastewater, the fuel cells were left for about 5 days
and the artificial wastewater containing 1 mM acetate was
supplied again to the water bath. Then, the fuel cells were left
for about 11 days and closed circuit voltage of each fuel cell
was measured using a voltage-current Multimeter™ (Keithly
Instruments, Inc.).
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FIG. 7 is a graph of voltage as measured in Test 2

Referring to FIG. 7, after stopping supply of the artificial
wastewater, the fuel cells underwent a phenomenon similar to
that described with reference to FIG. 6. On the other hand,
after resuming supply of the artificial wastewater, the three
electrode type microbial fuel cell B3EMFC) according to the
example continued to exhibit a higher closed circuit voltage
than the floating type microbial fuel cell (FMFC) or the sedi-
ment microbial fuel cells (SMFC1, SMFC2).

<Test 3>

In order to confirm effects of a metal nanoparticle catalyst
introduced into the floating electrode 30 of the three electrode
type microbial fuel cell, a three electrode type microbial fuel
cell including an floating electrode 30 not coated with metal
nanoparticles (Comparative Example) was compared with a
three electrode type microbial fuel cell including an floating
electrode 30 coated with metal nanoparticles as follows.

First, to prepare a solution of silver nanoparticles, a Nafion
solution, isopropanol and silver nanoparticles were mixed in
a serum vial, followed by sonication for 30 minutes. Then, the
silver nanoparticles were deposited in a total amount of 2
mg/cm? to opposite sides of a graphite felt electrode.

By the same method, platinum nanoparticles were depos-
ited in an amount of 2 mg/cm? to opposite sides of a graphite
felt electrode, and mixed nanoparticles of silver and platinum
nanoparticles were deposited in an amount of 2 mg/cm? (sil-
ver 1 mg/ecm*+platinum 1 mg/cm?) to opposite sides of a
graphite felt electrode.

Artificial wastewater to be injected into reactors was pre-
pared by mixing water obtained from a reservoir and acetate
to have a concentration of 50 mM acetate, followed by ster-
ilization using a sterilizer and supply of nitrogen for removal
of oxygen, before injection into the reactors. The reactors
were independently operated.

FIG. 8 is a graph of voltage as measured in Test 3.

FIG. 9 is a graph of dissolved oxygen (DO) concentration
as measured in Test 3

Referring to FIG. 8, it can been seen that the fuel cell
having the metal nanoparticles introduced as a catalyst into
the floating electrode 30 acting as a cathode exhibited a higher
voltage than the fuel cell (Comparative Example), into which
no metal nanoparticles were introduced. With regard to this
result, it was concluded that the metal nanoparticles sup-
pressed growth of aerotropic bacteria near the floating elec-
trode 30 to increase oxygen concentration while acting as a
catalyst for reduction of oxygen.

Particularly, it was confirmed that the fuel cell having the
floating electrode 30 coated with the silver nanoparticles
provided a higher voltage than the other cases in which the
floating electrode was coated with the platinum nanoparticles
(or mixed nanoparticles of silver and platinum nanoparticles).
With regard to this result, it was concluded that excellent
anti-bacterial properties of the silver nanoparticles main-
tained a relatively high concentration of dissolved oxygen as
shown in FIG. 9. Accordingly, it could be seen that, when the
floating electrode 30 underwent an increase in aerotropic
bacteria by a high concentration of organic materials and
depletion of oxygen resulting therefrom during operation of
the three electrode type microbial fuel cell, the silver nano-
particle catalyst was more effective than the platinum nano-
particle catalyst in improvement of performance of the three
electrode type microbial fuel cell.
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Although some embodiments have been described herein,
it should be understood by those skilled in the art that these
embodiments are given by way of illustration only, and that
various modifications, variations, and alterations can be made
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.
Therefore, the scope of the invention should be limited only
by the following claims and equivalents thereof.

The invention claimed is:

1. A three electrode microbial fuel cell comprising:

a sediment electrode acting as an anode and placed in

sediment on the bottom of a contaminated water zone;
an intermediate electrode acting as an anode or a cathode
and placed in water; and

a floating electrode acting as a cathode and placed adjacent

to a water surface.

2. The microbial fuel cell of claim 1, further comprising: an
electric device having opposite terminals electrically con-
nected to the sediment electrode and the floating electrode,
respectively, the intermediate electrode being connected to
one of the opposite terminals of the electric device.

3. The microbial fuel cell of claim 2, wherein the electric
device comprises a battery.

4. The microbial fuel cell of claim 1, further comprising:

a first connecting member physically connecting the sedi-

ment electrode to the intermediate electrode; and

a second connecting member physically connecting the

intermediate electrode to the floating electrode.
5. The microbial fuel cell of claim 1, further comprising an
upper floating member connected to the floating electrode.
6. The microbial fuel cell of claims 1, further comprising an
intermediate floating member connected to the intermediate
electrode.
7. The microbial fuel cell of claim 1, wherein the floating
electrode is coated with metal nanoparticles.
8. The microbial fuel cell of claim 7, wherein the metal
nanoparticles comprise anti-bacterial metal nanoparticles.
9. The microbial fuel cell of claim 8, wherein the anti-
bacterial metal nanoparticles comprise at least one type of
nanoparticles selected from the group consisting of silver,
platinum, cobalt, nickel, copper, zinc, and combinations
thereof.
10. The microbial fuel cell of claim 8, wherein the anti-
bacterial metal nanoparticles comprise silver nanoparticles.
11. A method of operating a three electrode microbial fuel
cell, comprising:
placing a three electrode microbial fuel cell in a contami-
nated water zone, the microbial fuel cell including a
sediment electrode acting as an anode, an intermediate
electrode and a floating electrode acting as a cathode,
such that the sediment electrode is placed in sediment on
the bottom of the contaminated water zone, the interme-
diate electrode is placed in water, and the floating elec-
trode is placed adjacent to a water surface; and

generating electricity using the intermediate electrode as
an anode or a cathode while removing organic contami-
nants from the water and the sediment.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the generating elec-
tricity comprises generating electricity using the intermediate
electrode as an anode while removing the organic contami-
nants from the water and the sediment, and generating elec-
tricity using the intermediate electrode as a cathode while
removing the organic contaminants from the sediment.
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